




 

 
The NCLI Coalition continues to grow. As of 
March 2008 there are more than 175 
Coalition members, representing about 20 
million Americans who support including 
environmental education in our classrooms. 
Groups representing a broad spectrum of 
interests and concerns, from youth 
organizations to businesses to outdoor 
sportsmen in addition to environmental and 
education organizations, are asking what the 
movement is all about. This is without a 
doubt a national movement with growing 
influence on the national debate. Help 
increase this influence by spreading the 
word about the No Child Left Inside 
Coalition. Tell people to visit the website to   
sign up-  www.eenclb.org .  
 

 

Outdoor Education at Camp Bayou 
 

 
Students from Bayshore Christian School 
spent the morning learning about and 
digging for fossils at the Paleo Preserve 
with Frank Garcia, then … 

 
… after lunch, learned about the Native 

people that lived in the area before 
Europeans arrived at the Native Peoples 

Camp with Fred Jacobsen. 

 



 

2008 Highlights of the Uplands Module of  
The Florida Master Naturalist Program 

 

 
Richard Sullivan gives a tour of Cockroach 
Bay Preserve and discusses the restoration. 

 
Rob Heath takes the class on a walk through 
Golden Aster Scrub- any scrub jays yet? 

 
Pat Owen, Leroy Johnson and Randy 
Havens  completed their third module for 
which a special plaque is awarded in 
recognition of their dedication. Classes 
ended on March 3 with 11 total graduates. 
For more on the Florida Master Naturalist 
Program visit  www.masternaturalist.org or 
check out the Hillsborough Chapter page at 
www.masternaturalist.ifas.ufl.edu/hillsborough. 

Family Naturalists 
12 weeks of Discovering Nature 

 
Beginning on April 5 and continuing each 
Saturday morning from 9 � 10 a.m., through 
June 28, 2008, Camp Bayou will host a 
family-oriented series of workshops for 
participants aged 4 through 104. 
 
Each week a new ecological concept will be 
explored through hands-on activities, 
freebies and group discussions. A 
stewardship component will reinforce each 
day�s appreciation of our watershed.  
 
What is a Watershed? Come to the Spring 
Open House on April 19 when this question 
will be answered through a �habitat 
scavenger hunt�, just one of the hands-on 
activities offered throughout the next 3 
months. 
 
Dates and questions/activities for April: 
4/5/08: What is biodiversity? 
Activity- Netting aquatic critters in the river. 

4/12/08: Where does rain come from? 
Activity- Water cycle bracelets 

4/19/08: What is a watershed? 
Activity: Scavenger hunt for answer 

4/26/08: What is a native plant? 
Activity: Native American crafts 

 
Look for a schedule for the entire series on 
the Camp Bayou Calendar online at 
http://my.calendars.net/campbayou. 
 
You can also join Camp Bayou�s Family 
Naturalist Network where there is a variety 
of interesting items including photos, video, 
an online nature journal, calendar of events 
and more!  Check it out at 
http://familynaturalists.ning.com/. 
 
Funding for Family Naturalist workshops is 
provided by a Community Education Grant 
from the Alafia Basin Board of the South 
West Florida Water Management District. 



 

The Hydrologic Cycle 
 

What awe-filled wonder, the water of earth, 
A Phoenix, blessing mankind from start to 

rebirth. 
Evaporated waters of the sea condensed in 

atmosphere 
Fall as rain, infiltrate, run-off, drip and fill the 

aquifer. 
 

Rainfall, not so dramatic a Niagara, liquid 
flow 

Follows a seeping, creeping movement 
below. 

Foundational evidence for all living nations, 
Groundwater, the rise and fall of civilizations. 

 
Where water meets the land, a difference 

makes to me. 
We all know the tale of waterfront property. 

Florida�s more than Spanish gold of Gulf and 
ocean, 

Great treasure we have in freshwater 
wetlands. 

 
With rivers, streams, ponds and lakes, we 

make connection, 
We must stop every practice that leads to 

pollution. 
What�s dropped out your car window or 

flows down your drain 
Like throughfall and stemflow, it all ends the 

same. 
 

The hydrologic cycle is the earth�s tender 
heart, 

We must understand it better to do our part, 
Water sustains wildlife, people and 

vegetation 
Like our own blood, it�s the life of creation. 
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Diane will lead a Nature Writing Workshop 
during the Spring Open House on April 19. 
Bring a poem, reflection, or story you have 
written about nature plus copies of your work 
to share or plan to read aloud. For info, 
contact beautyberry@tampabay.rr.com . 

Art in Nature 
 
Discover the Awesome Art in Nature 
Apr 26 Sat 9:30 am 
Registration is required. Call 273-3652. 
Cosponsored by the Crawford Art Studio, 
Friends of the SouthShore Regional Library 
and Camp Bayou Outdoor Learning Center. 
 
Join us for a 4-hour family fun experience as 
each family member will learn to create 
pottery and weave palm fronds while 
learning the history of the people who lived 
in Ucita, a Native American village in the 
South Shore area during the pre-Columbian 
era. Learn to capture the essence of being 
with nature with a charcoal pencil and paint. 
Join in a nature walk and create related 
poetry. Bring your lunch and a chair. 
 

 
 

 
 
On Feb 7, an En Plein Aire workshop was 
held at Camp Bayou by the Crawford Art 
Studio from the South Shore Regional 
Library. Look for more �Arts in Nature� events 
scheduled later this year. 



 

 
 

 

 

Member Updates:
Donations: 
Speakers, fans, more: Fred Jacobsen   
Garden nozzle: George Shambaugh  
Fish tanks, more: Zicht family 
 
Renewals: 
Suzanne Prach

 
Volunteer hrs since Jan 2008: 
        359   

 

Wish List 
! portable PA 
! fish tank pump 

! pressure washer 
! Havahart trap 

! small dishwasher 
! wheeled hose reel 

 

Camp Bayou Outdoor Learning Center Information 
Camp Bayou is located 3 miles south of SR 674 
(exit 240 west off I-75) at the end of 24th St. SE,  
along the Little Manatee River in Ruskin.  
 
Phone: 813-641-8545    

Email:           postmaster@campbayou.org                             

Website:      www.campbayou.org
 

Ruskin Community Development Foundation Board 
• Fred Jacobsen  
• Bruce Marsh 
• Sandy Council 

• Miguel Fuentes 
• Mariella Smith 
• Ron Wolfe 

• A. Mac Miller 
• Mark Dunn 
 

• Allen Witt 
• Dan Hartzog 

 
RCDF- Camp Bayou OLC 
c/o 315 S. Tamiami Tr 
Ruskin, Fl  33570 
 
 
 
Thank you for your support in the past; your membership dollars are a crucial component to 
Camp Bayou operations. If you haven�t renewed recently, please consider a donation at this time. 

Membership- New  or Renewal  (circle one)                      Date: _______________ 
Name: _____________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________ 

City/State/Zip: _______________________________ 

Email: _____________________________________ 

Preference: __ email me newsletter __ I�ll download from www.campbayou.org/new.html 

 - - cut here - - - mail to: - - - RCDF - - - 315 S. Tamiami Tr. - - - Ruskin, Fl - - - 33570 - - 

Camp Bayou 

Member Donation: 
$ _____________________ 




